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Back in 1895, the Earl de La Warr had a bandstand built on East Parade. Old photographs 
show that, with its generous audience enclosure, bespoke lighting and distinctive 
design, the bandstand was a vibrant and popular place for everyone to enjoy musical 
entertainment. 


Over 100 years later, Bexhill Heritage’s partnership project with Rother District Council 
has brought the old building back to life as the Coronation Bandstand. 

Our extensive restoration has been possible only as a result of support from many 
local people, organisations and businesses. 


All funds have been raised locally and all work has been carried out by Bexhill 
Heritage’s volunteers working alongside local tradespeople. It’s been a project by our 
community, for our community. Everyone involved has the right to be proud of their 
contribution and their achievement. 


| should like to pay special tribute to the officers and members of Rother District 
Council who took the risk of entrusting the renovation of this fine listed building to 
Bexhill Heritage, a local charity. We have tried hard to repay the Council’s faith in us. 
Local authorities working in partnership with local groups create the conditions for 
communities to thrive. 


After eighteen months of hard work, in all weathers, we’re now pleased to hand over 
the Coronation Bandstand to Bexhill’s residents, visitors and entertainers. 

All involved in this ambitious restoration hope that everyone who visits the Coronation 
Bandstand will enjoy the building and cherish it as an asset for future generations. 


Finally a big thank you to our honoured guests who have graciously agreed to 
undertake the official opening of the Bexhill Coronation Bandstand: 


Councillor Kathy Harmer, Chair of Rother District Council 
Councillor Paul Plim, Mayor of Bexhill 


Enjoy our opening weekend 73 : kin ) 
and everything that follows. a Cye a C U 
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The 8th Earl de la Warr built 
Bexhill’s first bandstand. It was 
surrounded by a fenced audience 
enclosure. There was lighting 
for evening concerts and space 
inside for a small orchestra. An 
interesting feature of the design 
was that any combination of doors/ 
windows could be lifted out to suit 
the weather. 


The design proposed by 
architect lain Exley incorporates 
a window design to reflect the 
Mughal influences in Marina 


Court Avenue and Shelter No. =SPal= iarrrciran 
2 by the Sackville Hotel. At all slojole ole ole el [ele 04) 
times we ensured compliance ——— a ——— 


with the building's Grade ; 
11 listed status. The new Where possible we have endeavoured to reflect 


windows give a much needed _ the original colour scheme of the Bandstand. 

impression of ‘verticality’ to [he use of ‘Victorian White’ for the panels and 

reflect the original height of the Bexhill Town flag colours of green and red 

the bandstand. reference the repeat design across the base 
of the panels that can be seen in the 1897 
photograph. 


—~ 


§ This colourised photograph 
shows “Stanislaus Wurm’s 
_ White Viennese Band” at 
East Parade Bandstand 
F cl896. The _ seated 
_ audience prepared for 
= the’ threatening — sky. 
3 Gustav Holst was once 
a trombone playing 
| member of this band. 
j Did he contemplate the 
‘Planets’ whilst gazing 
at one of Bexhill’s crystal 
| clear night skies ? 


By the time this postcard 
had been produced in 1910, 
the bandstand had been 
converted into a seafront 
shelter. Its enclosure had 
been filled in and_ it’s 
lower panels shortened. 
These modifications to the 
bandstand’s ‘verticality’ 
produced a _ far less 
attractive building. 
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Earl de la Warr decided to move all concerts into the Kursaal theatre. (The 
Kursaal can be seen further down the promenade on the left with it’s flag 
proudly flying). The ‘new’ shelter did provide a welcome ‘bolthole’ to many of 
Bexhill’s residents and visitors. The former bandstand was subjected to assault 
by vandals during the early part of this century. Panels were kicked in, windows 
were broken and defaced, and some structural columns were deliberately 
weakened. A substantial renovation by Rother District Council saved the day 
but exposure to the weather, further damage, and lack of resources resulted 
in further decline. 


Painted in green c1960 (ridge crest gone) 


English Heritage (now Historic England) recognised the former bandstand as 
being historically important, awarding Grade II listed status in 2013 for these reasons: 


+ Architectural: a well-crafted, decorative wooden shelter with an unusual 
ten sided plan. 


- Degree of completeness: substantially complete except for subsequent 
roof re-tiling and glazing in of 2 side panels 


- Historical: one of the surviving features of the 8th Earl de la Warr’s 
development of Bexhill 


TEE INITIAL RESTORATION 


' Our initial survey documented: the extensive damage 
caused by vandalism; many loose roof tiles; substantial 
dry rot in the main oak support columns; severe dry rot in 
the many timber mouldings; significant 
| deterioration of all 
paintwork. 


A full restoration, that was to require over 3000hrs voluntary work by the Bex 
Heritage team, commenced in November 2020. A combination of Covid restrictions, 
some extreme weather and logistical issues, delayed the original planned opening. | 
The team completed the restoration in March 2023. 
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You can view all our heritage projects and in particular the Coronation Bandstand |. 
restoration story in words, photos and panoramas - by accessing our website : ie 
.. bexhillheritage.com/repair-of-shelter-no-1-east-parade ’ 
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EAST PARADE 


In early September 2019, Bexhill Heritage received a request from Rother 
District Council to help with repairs to East Parade Shelter No. 3. We accepted 
the challenge and began work that October. (Shelters No. 3 and No. 4 were 
built in 1921 by local builder Frederick William Parker, great grandfather of a 
Bexhill Heritage member, at a contract price of £800 each). 

Our team of member volunteers turned the project into a full restoration by 
+s committing over 2500hrs. Unfortunately, the Covid 19 ‘Lockdown’ slowed 
i down the restoration but it was finally and successfully completed. The 
renovated shelter opened on Friday 14th August 2020. 


SPECIAL FEATURES OF No.3 SHELTER 


Musical Booth - This is motion-activated to detect people in the ‘special’ 
booth. It plays an audio introduction followed by period music or songs. The 
program automatically switches off at night. This booth was made accessible 
for wheelchairs by replacing the step with a tarmac slope. 

Roof Ridge Finials - Along with the replica roof tiles, these were handmade 
by Aldershaw Handmade Tiles of Sedlescombe to reflect the original tiles that 
were either lost or badly damaged. 


Motor Racing - Just below the finials were embedded miniature vintage racing 
car steering wheels - a ‘nod’ to the historic motor racing that passed on De La 
Warr Parade, behind the shelter, from 1902 - 1925. 

Colour Scheme - The red, white and green colours reflect the Bexhill Town 
colours that were adopted in July 1893. The Bexhill Town flag was resurrected 
by local vexillologist and Bexhill Heritage member Keith Rhodes. The flag can 
_now be seen flying around Bexhill. 


Orne DEXTIL, 
HERITAGE projects 


COMPLETED PROJECTS 


_ Bexhill West Station Clock 

Our first project. The clock had been inoperative since the 
station closed in 1964. 200hrs of voluntary work saw the 
clock restarted after 54 years, on 17th June 2018 


Youth Club Clock 
Our second project. The clock had been inoperative since 1993. 
Over 100hrs of voluntary work saw the clock restarted, after 25 
years of only being correct twice a day, on 28th September 
2018. 


Interpretative Boards 
We have been instrumental in the design and installation of a number of 
interpretation boards and plaques: 

Max Faulkner, c/o Sutton Place and De La Warr Parade - unveiled June 2019 
Pages Gap, Royal Engineers 1964 beach access for SOS - unveiled 26.01.2019 
Polegrove, Historic Grandstand and Football Club - unveiled 04.01.2020 
East Parade, Motor racing heritage and people - unveiled 11.01.2022 


HOPEFULLY COMING SOON IN 2023. 


RNLI Coin Collector 
This rare coin collector pedestal was installed on the Colonnade 
in 1935 before moving to East Parade in the ‘60s. Renovation 
is planned for 2023 to redress the ‘damage’ due to the oh too 
frequent attention of ‘Man’s Best Friend’! 


, ee K6 Telephone Box, Normans Bay » | 
Bexhill’s last K6 telephone box can be found in Normans Bay. Having 

adopted the box after it was decommissioned by BT, we are now 
working with the local residents to restore the box and repurpose | 
its use for the benefit of the community. 


_ Pallot and Collins Mural (Sainsbury’s) 
| We are working with Rother to encourage 
_ Sainsbury’s to allow the restoration and 
preservation of this important work of art. 
~ The original vibrant gold, yellow, red and 
blue colours deserve to be seen again. 


Ba | tong 


YOUR WEEKEND 


10:30 am - Sussex Brass 
“Local Brass Band” 
11:00am - “Official Opening” 
and - Lacey Theatre Arts 
11:30am - Sussex Brass 
“ELE “Local Brass Band” 
ALBATROSS UKELE 12:30am - Kevin Terrell 
“The Macmillan Busker” 
1:30pm - Shady Ladies 
“Ukulele Band” 
2:45pm - Bexhill Harmony 
“Ladies Choir” 
3:30pm - Albatross Ukulele Band 
“Local Ukulele Band” 
4:30pm - The Other Band 
“Blues and Country” 
5:30pm - Spinning Jenny 
“Folk Band” 


‘Everyone will have free access to relax; meet; chat; 
enjoy refreshment; play board games or just look at 
the sea. Musicians, choirs, actors, dancers, poets, 
storytellers, puppeteers and other entertainers 
may book the Bandstand for public performance.’ 
- Bexhill Heritage Missions Statement. 


BEXHILL HARMONY Any enquiry about a timeslot not listed or special e\ 


atten TEES 


ENTERTAINMEN 


SRE SORT 


| 10:00 am - Russell Norman-Noakes 
) “Mr Versatile” 
11:00am - Thanksgiving Service 


12:15am - Albatros Ukele Band 
“Local Ukele Band” 
1:15pm - Spinning Jenny 
“Folk Band” 
2:15pm - Kevin Terrell 
“The MacMillan Busker” 
and - Lacey Theatre Arts 
3:15pm - Sussex Brass 
“Local Brass Band” 
4:15pm - Claire Baldry 
“Local Poet & Writer” 
5:00pm - Bob Hammond 
“Old Style Crooner” 
6:00pm - The Other Band 
“Blues and Country” 


‘Charities, faith groups, local clubs and organisations 
may book the Bandstand to provide information, 
mount displays, recruit new members and invite 
donations.’ 

See the full range and times on our friendly booking system: 
bexhillheritage.com/bandstand 


rent? Please email us at bandstand@bexhillheritage.com 


BOB HAMMOND 


MR VERSATILE 


i 
CLAIRE BALDRY 


: OUR WEEKEND ENTERTAINERS 
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< SUSSEX BRASS - We are a friendly local band performing a busy concert programme 
“t across southern England. In 2018 we celebrated our 50th anniversary. Brass 
4instruments are traditionally associated with ceremony as they give that unique, 
thrilling sound adding sparkle and excitement to grand occasions or major events. 
Our repertoire ranges from traditional “brass band music’, spirited marches, jazz, 
swing, rock and pop. There is truly something for everyone. We are proud to be 
involved in the launch of Bexhill Heritage Coronation Bandstand. www.sussexbrass. ' 
co.uk 


> “KEVIN TERRELL - | joined my first group aged 14, playing bass guitar for a rock band 
that went on to support named artists including UFO and Stealers Wheel. Playing and 
singing with country, rock and pop bands, | become lead singer of a 22 piece ‘Frank 
Sinatra’ big band. | enjoy playing and singing across different genres of music and 
‘currently sing to support Macmillan Cancer, as the ‘Macmillan Busker’, play bass 
guitar for the music team at Battle Baptist Church, and sing and play with a tribute 
band of The Mavericks. www. TheMavericksTribute.com 


SHADY LADIES BAND - We consist of four ukulele-playing ladies together with two 
great backing boys. We travel far and wide to perform, and last December even 
travelled to Westfield ! We like to make our gigs fun and adapt our programmes 
accordingly, even involving one audience in a snowball fight ! Our main aim is to get 
people up singing and dancing whatever the age group. We are really looking forward 
to taking part in the Grand Opening of the Bexhill Heritage Coronation Bandstand. | 
Well done to all who worked on her! www.facebook.com/theshadyladiesband | 


BEXHILL HARMONY - A ladies’ acapella choir, we currently have 15 members and 
perform at community and charity events. We rehearse on Thursdays 7.30pm-9pm at 
the Little Common Methodist Church Hall. We are a friendly bunch who love singing 
and we welcome new members. No audition needed, just turn up and join in. We 
are keen to support and celebrate the renovation of the beautiful Bexhill Coronation 
Bandstand and hope you enjoy the event. www.bexhillharmony.bravesites.com 


THE ALBATROSS UKULELE BAND- We meet every Tuesday night at the RAFA club 

on Marine Parade. Originally a social ukulele group, we have developed into a 
performing band that enjoy playing for the RAFA audiences and local venues. New 
members, (playing and singing), are always welcome. Our music is from ancient and 
modern pop books, mainly from the ‘Ancient’ era. We look forward to playing for | 
you. www. facebook.com/groups/83371205701 9302 


THE SPINNING JENNY BAND - formed locally in 1995, we are established in the 
local area playing for barn dances, weddings, parties and special events including 
our annual Charity Barn Dance as part of the Bexhill Festival of Music. Our range of _ 
music covers English, Scottish and Irish folk tunes as well as more modern styles. 
We can be contacted through our website - www.spinningjennyband.co.uk 


THE OTHER BAND - We are a 3-piece outfit based locally, presenting a rollicking 
repertoire of Americana, country and blues, driven by mandolin, bass and guitar 
rhythms coupled with vocal harmonies. We have been plying our trade in the cafés, 

clubs and bars of Bexhill, St Leonards and Hastings for eight years and are active in © 
raising funds for local causes - including Warming Up the Homeless, St Michael’s 
Hospice and the Sara Lee Trust, as well as supporting initiatives such as The Bexhill 
Family Fun Day and celebrating 1250 years of the town’s charter. Many such events 
have taken place. with the cooperation of Stella Brennan-Wright from the Bathing 
Station Cafe ae to the Bandstand. Email: theotherbandhastings@hotmail.com 


MR VERSATILE (RUSSELL NORMAN-NOAKES) - | started in the early 1960’s playing 
guitar in pubs. Then in about 1966 | began playing with The Pirates with Frank 
Farley on drums, Johnie Pato on lead guitar and Vic Cooper on keyboards. In the 
70s and 80s | was resident at Tottenham Hotspur’s club, The Chaunticleer, and 
did all the club dances, usually with Chas and Dave; also Masonic Ladies Nights, 
Barmitzvas and dinner dances for various Lion’s associations. Later | worked with 
Cilla Black and Paul O’Grady when. he was in his drag period. | have performed for 
charity at Stella’s The Old Bathii g St tion Cafe, and at the Bandstand. 


CLAIRE BALDRY - Award winning local poet and writer, Claire Baldry, is well known 
for her amusing poems and songs which-oftén reflect the quirkiness of everyday 
life in Bexhill, with titles _such as ‘The*De La Warr Date’ and ‘The Bexhill Highway 
Code’. Claire was delighted-to perfor m poems which she wrote especially for Bexhill 
Heritage at the re-starting of the West Station Clock and the official opening of the 
Pages Gap Heritage Plaque. Claire has written two locally set novels and several 
booklets of poetry, including her most recent publication ‘Bexhill in Rhyme’. 
www.Cclairebaldry.com 


BOB HAMMOND - | have been performing at various events and venues across East 
Sussex for many years, with songs from some of the greatest composers of the 20th 
Century, including Cole Porter, the Gershwins, Rodgers and Hart, Irving Berlin and 
Johnny Mercer to name but a few. My repertoire also includes some of the best from 
the likes of Dean Martin, Tony Bennett, Nat King Cole, Perry Como and Frank Sinatra 
amongst many others. ‘ 


LACEY THEATRE ARTS - We are a family-oriented dance school providing fun but 
disciplined classes in ballet, tap, jazz and musical theatre for ages 2 to 18, under 
the tuition of Amanda Lacey, who has had a successful career as a professional 
dancer both on stage and TV. LTA are an accomplished festival school, winning 
many local and national competitions, with finalists in both Miss Dance and Dance 
Master of Great Britain and the World Cabaret Performer, both of which take place at 
the Opera House in Blackpool. We present our popula innual show ‘Born 2 Perform’ 
each year, showcasing every pupil. We run both Summer and Easter Schools and 
children perform at events throughout the year. This included the flash mob for 
Bexhill’s ‘Footbridge Project’ where Tom Chaplin joined us ! : 
www. laceytheatrearts.co.uk 


SAVING THE 
PLANET ONE 


. ROAD = Roavaratime 
| Try our asphalt base & binder that 
WAY saves 3,000 car KMs of CO, per load! 
Use our cement bound subbase 


to save 70% CO, & 20% cost and time! 


Proud to support Bexhill Heritage and the Bandstand project. 


road-ways.co.uk 
Woodside Depot, Polegate Road, Hailsham BN27 3PG 
Tel: 01323 848822 
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CMJ JOINERY 


(SOUTHERN LTD) 


“We manufacture bespoke hardwood and softwood joinery, 
working closely with our clients and their architects to achieve 
total customer satisfaction. We aim to provide a one stop shop 
for all your joinery requirements at competitive prices without 

compromising on design or quality.” 


Www.cmj-joinerysouthern.co.uk 
1 Castleham Road, St Leonards, TN38 9NR 


Tel: 01424 871500 


THANKS 2, NCKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Our partners and sponsors all of whom have made very significant professional 
or financial contributions to the restoration: 

Bexhill 100 Motoring Club 

Bexhill Town Council 

Stella Brennan-Wright and her team at the Old Bathing Station 

lain Exley, architect of Hastings 

Mark Winchester, Managing Director of Blackbrooks Garden Centres 

Roadways of Hailsham 

Rother District Council - especially Deborah Kenneally, Lee Beckham and Simon Richard 


The suppliers and contractors who went that ‘extra mile’ to support the 
restoration: 

Aldershaw Handmade Tiles of Sedlescombe for making such fine clay replica roof tiles. 
AVCO of Hastings for their careful and professional roofing work. 

Best Ironwork of Framfield for the design, construction and installation of the replica 
Victorian ridge crest. 

Blackbox AV of Port Talbot (Wales) for their advice and the supply of music systems. 
CMJ Joinery of Hastings for the construction and installation of the door and window panels. 
EC Forest Products of Whitesmith for the supply of high-quality seasoned oak. 
Holts Volts of Stone Cross for expertise, enthusiasm and care installing new lighting, 
switching and cabling. 

Hugh Charlton for his contribution to floor painting. 

Oakmoor Carpentry and Joinery of St. Leonards for their expert installation of new 
oak columns. 

Roadways of Hailsham for groundworks and laying accessible external surfaces. 
Trade Paints of Bexhill for their exemplary service and invariable good humour. 


In attendance and providing invaluable support to us over this weekend 
Bexhill Lions - assisting with ‘stewarding and marshalling’ 

Bexhill Girl Guides - assisting with ‘hospitality’ 

Jesus Loves Bexhill - assisting with ‘litter picking’ 


Bexhill Heritage volunteers contributing hundreds of hours unpaid work to the 
project and to the future management of the Coronation Bandstand: 

Simon Allen, Stella Brennan-Wright, Petro and Yaroslav Budnyk, Jenny Farrar, Vernon 
Findlay, John Gardner, lan Garner, lan Hollidge, Diane Johnson, Steve Johnson, Jane 
Kirk, Tony Lightly, Alexis Markwick, lain Pain, Lorraine Parkes, George Samouel, 
John Swap, Geoff Tompkins, Judy Walker, Jeff Webb and Rita Wright 


Thanks to Bexhill Museum for access to the historical photographs. 
And finally, to the many local people of and visitors to Bexhill 
who have contributed hundreds of pounds to the project and given us massive 


encouragement throughout the restoration. 


We sincerely thank you for your real interest in our progress and apologise for any 
inconvenience the restoration works may have caused you. 


We hope you feel the journey to have been worthwhile. 


MOTORING 
CLUB 


Bexhill100 Motoring Club are proud to congratulate Bexhill 
Heritage for the wonderful achievement of restoring the 
Coronation Bandstand and the many projects they have been 
involved in around the town. 


Bexhill100 Motoring Club is made up of vehicles of all makes 
and models and was formed in 1999, following 10 successful 
years of Bexhill100 Festival of Motoring recreating the first 
motor races held on British soil in Bexhill on Sea in 1902. 


The club meets on the 4th Friday in every month at the 
Egerton Park Indoor Bowls Club and has an active calendar of 
events (see web site) including static seafront displays for club 
members by the Coronation Bandstand from April to 
September, beginning with Easter Bonnets. 

er On August Bank Holiday Monday 
the club holds it’s major fundraising 
event with all profits going to local 
charities and to date over 
£135,000 has been raised. 


If you are interested in motoring 
then come and join us. 
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Bexhill Heritage 
Conservation, protection and improvement 
of the Bexhill-on-Sea built environment. 


Join Us Today 


We warmly welcome new members (adults and juniors). 


Membership can be ‘active’ - practical participation in project 
work or events (committing time and skills to suit you) - or 
‘passive’ - providing invaluable support ‘from home’. 


A few benefits of membership include: 


Quarterly Newsletter 


Regular Members’ meetings - including 
guest speakers on local and heritage issues 


Advance notice of events including walks 
and public meetings 


Discounted admission to special events 


A vote in the annual ‘Bexhill Heritage Civic 
Pride’ awards 


Opportunities to volunteer for projects and 
other planned fundraising events as well as 
the ability to shape the direction of the charity 


Organised visits to heritage-linked locations 
near and far 


Just £10 a year 
Young Person (16-25) - £5 


bexhillheritage.com/membership 
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Blackbrooks 


GARDEN CENTRES 
EST. 1982 


“l am delighted to have had the 
opportunity to support Bexhill Heritage in 


the renovation of this glorious building” 


- Mark Winchester, Blackbrooks Garden 
Centres 


Blackbrooks Seddlescombe (Main): New Road Seddlescombe TN33 ORJ 
Blackbrooks Hastings: Bexhill Road, St Leonards-on-Sea TN38 8AR 
Blackbrooks Lower Dicker: Lower Dicker, Hailsham BN27 4BJ 


enquiries@blackbrooks.co.uk 
www.blackbrooks.co.uk 


For all your garden needs and more ! 


DESIGN & PRINT BY - SPARC PM LTD 
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